Overwhelming postsplenectomy infection.
The incidence of overwhelming sepsis in asplenic patients is low. It carries, however, an unacceptably high morbidity rate and mortality rate. The risk of development is related to the age of the patient as well as the duration since and the reason for splenectomy. It may also occur in functionally hyposplenic states. The rapidly lethal clinical course demands intense efforts toward prevention by both physician and patient, rapid recognition within the initial medical setting, and aggressive intervention with broad-spectrum antibiotics and other supportive measures.